
 
 

Dear Gov. Youngkin, 

As people of faith of many traditions, we call upon you to clarify and expedite the 

process for restoring voting rights for those coming out of Virginia's prisons. Doing so 

builds on the following key faith values: 

Hope:  Jeremiah 29:11 says, "For I know the plans I have for you, declared the Lord, 

plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." People 

coming out of prison need hope and a future. Most are eager to vote. You have the power 

to offer hope by creating a clear and expedited process for restoring people's rights to 

vote. 

Restoration:  II Corinthians 13:11 says, "Strive for full restoration, encouraging one 

another, be of one mind, live in peace."  People of faith believe in restoring people to 

wholeness -- allowing them to be full participants in society. You have the power to offer 

full restoration to all those coming out of prison by creating a clear and expedited process 

for restoring people's right to vote. 

Forgiveness:  Ephesians 4:32 says, "Be kind and compassionate to one another, 

forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you."  And similarly, the Qur'an 42:43 

reads, "Whoever is patient and forgives - indeed, that is of the matters [worthy] of 

resolve."  We believe in forgiveness, regardless of sin and regardless of conviction. The 
process of restoration of rights should show that people are forgiven and allowed to rejoin 

the community. Forgiveness should not be on a case-by-case basis. You can show that 

forgiveness by creating a clear and expedited process for restoring people's right to 

vote.    

We are Christians, Jews, Muslims and other people of goodwill. We urge you to use your 

faith values to create hope, restoration and forgiveness for our sisters and brothers 

coming out of prison.  Please create a clear and expedited process for restoring people's 

right to vote. 

We also invite you to join the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy in advocating a 
constitutional amendment to allow people's rights to be automatically restored, thereby 

increasing hope, restoration and forgiveness and reducing government bureaucracy. 

We ask you to prayerfully consider these requests. Thank you! 
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